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Message Text 


PAGE 01 STATE 162059 
ORIGIN OES-07 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EA-10 L-03 INT-05 EB-08 COME-OO 
CG-00 DOTE-OO 10-13 PM-05 SS-15 SP-02 DLOS-09 
OIC-02 /080 R 

DRAFTED BY:OES/OFA/OCA:MDBUSBY 
APPROVED BY :OES/OFA/OCA:RTSCULLY, ACTING 
EZ/ANP:WBODDE 
L/OES :DCOLSON 

051670 271310Z/46 

R 261947Z JUN 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY PORT MORESBY 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
AMEMBASSY SUVA 
AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 

HICOMTERPACIS SAIPAN MARIANA ISLANDS 0148 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 162059 

HICOMTERPACIS PASS LNO STATUS 

E.O. 11652:N/A 

TAGS: EFIS, PLOS, PP, XP 

SUBJECT: INTERIM DIRECTOR OF SPRFO 
REF: PORT MORESBY 933 

1 . THERE WAS CONSIDERABLE BEHIND THE SCENES DISCUSSION 

AT SUVA OF THE VARIOUS CANDIDATES THAT MIGHT BE PUT FORWARD 
FOR THE INTERIM DIRECTOR OF SPRFO. CLEARLY. BOB KEARNEY IS 
A FORERUNNER SINCE HE IS SO WELL KNOWN IN THE REGION. 
ALTHOUGH WE WERE NOT APPROACHED DIRECTLY BY THE PNG DELE- 
GATION IN SUVA ON THIS MATTER, THEY DID INDICATE THEIR 
SUPPORT FOR KEARNEY. ON THE OTHER HAND, WE WERE DIRECTLY 
APPROACHED BY THE WESTERN SOMOAN DELEGATION AND ASKED TO 
CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 162059 

SUPPORT THEIR CANDIDATE WHO HAS ALSO BEEN FORMALLY PRO- 
POSED. HE IS THEIR COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS, AND HAS 
HAD CONSIDERABLE EXPERIENCE IN LOS AND IS OTHERWISE AP- 
PARENTLY WELL QUALIFIED. 

2. WE DO NOT BELIEVE IT WISE FOR THE U.S. TO INDICATE 
SUPPORT OR OPPOSITION FOR ANY OF THE CANDIDATES BEING PUT 
FORWARD. WE DO NOT INTEND TO PUT FORWARD A CANDIDATE OF 
OUR OWN AND BELIEVE A DECISION IS BEST LEFT IN THE HANDS 
OF THE ISLAND NATIONS, SO LONG AS THEIR CHOICE IS ADEQUATE- 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


LY QUALIFIED. THEREFORE, YOU MAY RESPOND TO SABUMEI THAT 
WE ARE IMPRESSED WITH KEARNEY'S QUALIFICATIONS AND WOULD 
CERTAINLY NOT OPPOSE HIS APPOINTMENT AS INTERIM DIRECTOR 

OF SPRFO. HOWEVER, WE DO NOT BELIEVE IT APPROPRIATE FOR 
THE USG TO PLAY AN ACTIVE ROLE IN THE SELECTION OF THE 
INTERIM DIRECTOR. AT THIS DISCUSSION YOU SHOULD ALSO 
INDICATE TO SABUMEI THAT WE HAVE BEEN APPROACHED CONCERN- 
ING OTHER CANDIDATES AND WE HAVE RESPONDED IN GENERALLY 
THE SAME TONE. VANCE 

CONFIDENTIAL 


PAGE 01 STATE 162059 
ORIGIN OES-07 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /008 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY OES/OFA/OCA:RTSCULLY 
APPROVED BY OES/OFA/OCA:RTSCULLY 

113972 302039Z/61 

R 301904Z JUN 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO CINCPAC REP GUAM 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 162059 

PASS STATUS LNO 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 162059 ACTION PORT MORESBY CANBERRA 
SUVA WELLINGTON HICOMTERPACIS SAIPAN MARIANA ISLANDS JUNE 26. 

QUOTE ONFIDENTIAL STATE 162059 

HICOMTERPACIS PASS LNO STATUS 

E.O. 11652:N/A 

TAGS: EFIS, PLOS, PP, XP 

SUBJECT: INTERIM DIRECTOR OF SPRFO 
REF: PORT MORESBY 933 

1 . THERE WAS CONSIDERABLE BEHIND THE SCENES DISCUSSION 
AT SUVA OF THE VARIOUS CANDIDATES THAT MIGHT BE PUT FORWARD 
FOR THE INTERIM DIRECTOR OF SPRFO. CLEARLY, BOB KEARNEY IS 
A FORERUNNER SINCE HE IS SO WELL KNOWN IN THE REGION. 

ALTHOUGH WE WERE NOT APPROACHED DIRECTLY BY THE PNG DELE- 
GATION IN SUVA ON THIS MATTER, THEY DID INDICATE THEIR 
SUPPORT FOR KEARNEY. ON THE OTHER HAND, WE WERE DIRECTLY 
APPROACHED BY THE WESTERN SOMOAN DELEGATION AND ASKED TO 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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SUPPORT THEIR CANDIDATE WHO HAS ALSO BEEN FORMALLY PRO- 
POSED. HE IS THEIR COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS, AND HAS 
HAD CONSIDERABLE EXPERIENCE IN LOS AND IS OTHERWISE AP- 
PARENTLY WELL QUALIFIED. 

2. WE DO NOT BELIEVE IT WISE FOR THE U.S. TO INDICATE 
SUPPORT OR OPPOSITION FOR ANY OF THE CANDIDATES BEING PUT 
FORWARD. WE DO NOT INTEND TO PUT FORWARD A CANDIDATE OF 
OUR OWN AND BELIEVE A DECISION IS BEST LEFT IN THE HANDS 
OF THE ISLAND NATIONS, SO LONG AS THEIR CHOICE IS ADEQUATE- 
LY QUALIFIED. THEREFORE, YOU MAY RESPOND TO SABUMEI THAT 
WE ARE IMPRESSED WITH KEARNEY'S QUALIFICATIONS AND WOULD 
CERTAINLY NOT OPPOSE HIS APPOINTMENT AS INTERIM DIRECTOR 

OF SPRFO. HOWEVER, WE DO NOT BELIEVE IT APPROPRIATE FOR 
THE USG TO PLAY AN ACTIVE ROLE IN THE SELECTION OF THE 
INTERIM DIRECTOR. AT THIS DISCUSSION YOU SHOULD ALSO 
INDICATE TO SABUMEI THAT WE HAVE BEEN APPROACHED CONCERN- 
ING OTHER CANDIDATES AND WE HAVE RESPONDED IN GENERALLY 
THE SAME TONE. VA VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 

CONFIDENTIAL 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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Automatic Decaptioning: X 
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Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FISHERIES, EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, ELECTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 26 jun 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE1 62059 
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Drafter: 
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Executive Order: N/A 
Errors: n/a 
Expiration: 

Film Number: D780266-0082 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
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Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 
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Line Count: 134 
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Reference: PORT MORESBY 933 1 . THERE WAS CONSIDERABLE BEHIND THE SCENES DISCUSSION AT SUVA OF THE VARIOUS 
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